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Abstract 

The study investigated the distribution and conservation status of the mammal fauna in a 

farm/forest mosaic in south-eastern Liberia and factors influencing wildlife persistence in the 

landscape. Hunters were interviewed to find out which mammal species were present, where 

they occurred, the habitats they used, whether they entered the agricultural lands, and whether 

they were hunted. Ten hunters were recruited to lead trips in the forest to verify the presence 

of animals and the distances they were found from the villages. The results indicate that, with 

the exception of the African elephant (Loxodonta africana), the fauna is intact, with 45 

species listed as present by the Grebo farmers who live there. Thirty species (66.7%) were 

recorded, including animals of global and local conservation concern such as the pygmy 

hippopotamus (Choeropsis liberiensis), Jentink’s duiker (Cephalophus jentinki), chimpanzee 

(Pan troglogytes), giant forest hog (Hylochoerus meinertzhageni), bongo (Tragelaphus 

eurycerus), and forest buffalo (Syncerus caffer). None of the study species were extirpated 

during 40 years of intensive logging and centuries of farming and subsistence hunting. The 

recent advent of commercial hunting and the consequent changes in hunting practices have 

resulted in the population decline of 12 (26.7%) of the species. Twenty-eight (62.2%) species 

are reportedly common and widespread even though hunted, and the remaining species 

appear to be naturally rare. The spread of agricultural lands along an expanding road network 

may be fragmenting populations of species that do not use the field/fallow habitats, including 

the endemic zebra duiker (Cephalophus zebra). The proximate cause of changes in hunting 

behaviour appears to be the desire of the Grebo people to improve their economic conditions. 

Because of this, finding economic alternatives to commercial hunting will need to be part of 

conservation efforts in the region. 


